NOTICE OF DECISION UNDER REGULATION 32 
FILM POSTERS 

SLICK 


TO: The Film and Video Labelling Body Inc. 

PO Box 2627 
AUCKLAND 

Pursuant to regulation 32 of the Films, Videos, and Publications Classification Regulations 1994 the 
film poster entitled: 

Tokyo Poon Tang 

is Not Approved. 

The slick Tokyo Poon Tang is not approved because of the manner in which it degrades, dehumanises 
and demeans the women depicted, and women more generally, under s3 (3) (c) of the FVPC Act. 

The title of the slick is a crass reference to sexual activity and women’s genitalia, often used as a 
reference to women themselves. In combination with the title, the front cover image of a woman on all 
fours with her tongue stuck out is degrading, demeaning and dehumanising; taken out of its original 
context the image of the woman present her as animalistic and slavering. The back of the slick contains 
descriptive phrases of a crass sexual nature, in combination with an image of a woman with a passive 
expression and her face covered in ejaculate. The dominant image on the back of the slick is of implied 
rear-entry intercourse, with a man holding a woman’s arms behind her back as she contorts. His 
expression presents as aggressive and hers is a grimace and presents as an indication of discomfort or 
pain. The image presents as one of sexual violence. The lack of context for the images, and the 
'sexploitation' feel of the slick, means that the slick degrades, dehumanises and demeans women to a 
high degree. 

The Classification Office has weighed the competing considerations of the issues raised above and the 
right to freedom of expression set out in sl4 of the New Zealand Bill of Rights Act 1990. The slick's 
potential for injury to the public good makes it likely that, if it were to be submitted under si 3(1) of the 
FVPC Act, it would be classified as objectionable. Likely injury to the public good lies in exposure to 
the images on the slick reinforcing or creating negative attitudes to women, particularly Japanese or 
Asian women, and unrealistic sexual expectations of such women. 


Date: 1 September 2008 


For the Classification Office (signed): 


OFLCNo: 801440 
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